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Agenda

• What roles do chemists play in the scholarly publishing industry? 

• What does it take to succeed in scholarly publishing? 

• What advantages do chemists have in this industry? 

• How are chemists encouraging innovation in scholarly publishing?

• How do I get started in a scholarly publishing career? 
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To succeed in scholarly publishing –
you need KNOWLEDGE

• The scholarly publishing 
industry, issues

• Subject area 
(Chemistry)

• Data, analytics
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To succeed in scholarly publishing –
you need INTANGIBLES

• Vision

• Instinct

• Quickly grasp the importance of newly emerging research

“Dream lofty dreams, and as you dream, so shall you become. Your vision is 
the promise of what you shall at last unveil.”

John Ruskin
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To succeed in scholarly publishing –
you need SKILLS

• People

• Business 
• General 
• Financial
• Writing
• Marketing/sales
• Scrupulous records
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What advantage do chemists have in 
scholarly publishing?

• Chemists think the thoughts
– Scientific method
– Research content 

• Chemists talk the talk
– speak the language/lingo of chemistry
– Understand and can communicate the importance of data and analytics

• Chemists walk the walk –
– Have a relationship already with the chemistry community

Excerpted from Mahatma Gandhi
“… your thoughts become your words…
..…your words become your behaviors…
..…your behaviors become your habits….
..…your habits become your values…
..…your values become your destiny.”
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Why I as a chemist find this career path 
satisfying:
People, Innovation, Purpose

“We're drowning in information and starving for knowledge.”
Rutherford D. Rogers

“For knowledge, too, is itself a power.”
Sir Francis Bacon
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Examples of recent innovations 
at ACS Publications
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Examples of recent innovations 
at ACS Publications
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Examples of recent innovations 
at ACS Publications
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How do I get started on this career path?
Sample typical entry level positions

Editorial/editorial development/business development IT/web strategy/web innovation
editorial assistant (BS) web production manager (BS, MS)
research assistant (BS)
assistant acquisitions editor (BS) Production/content
assistant managing editor (BS, MS, PhD) management/editorial operations
product development associate (BS, MS) production editor (BS, MS)
managing editor (MS, PhD) analyst, content tech./ peer review 
associate acquisitions editor (MS, PhD) (BS, MS)
product manager (MS, PhD)

Marketing/sales/customer service
sales assistant (BS)
customer service associate (BS)
assistant marketing manager (BS)
sales associate (BS, MS, PhD)
marketing manager (BS, MS, PhD)
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Recommended resources

Career Paths
Nontraditional Careers for Chemists: New Formulas in Chemistry, by Lisa M. Balbes, Oxford University 

Press, 2006, ISBN 0195183673.

Data and Analytics:
Competing on Analytics: The New Science of Winning, by Tom Davenport and Jeanne Harris, Harvard 

Business School Press, 2007, ISBN 9781422103326. 

Examples of ACS innovation:
http://www.pubs.acs.org
http://community.acs.org/nanotation
http://pubs.acs.org/JACSbeta
Find JACS also on facebook and twitter ‐ www.twitter.com/J_A_C_S

Scholarly Publishing Societies and Councils
American Association of Publishers (www.publishers.org)
Council of Science Editors (www.councilscienceeditors.org)
Society of Scholarly Publsihing (www.sspnet.org)
ALPSP (www.alpsp.org)

Interesting Blogs
http://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/

American Chemical Society

Thank you.
Sam Toba

John Christensen
Lisa Balbes
Jeremy Lewis

Mentors
Barbara Goldman, Ph.D.

Janet Bailey
Michael Forster, Ph.D.
Susan King, Ph.D.

Brian Crawford, Ph.D.

The Publications Division colleagues
at the American Chemical Society

400 + book authors/editors
15 journal Editors‐in‐Chief

www.acs.org



Q&A SESSION
Chemistry and Communications – a Closer Look at 

Scientific Careers in Publishing

Speaker: Darla Henderson
American Chemical Society

Moderator: Jeremy Lewis
Oxford University Press

Please submit your questions for the speaker via the 
Chat Panel in GoToWebinar

Slides download at: 
http://boilthisdown.org/?p=1781

Contact ACS Webinars™ at acswebinars@acs.org

Upcoming Event:
May 20, 2010. 2-3pm ET

“Green Chemistry: Innovation and Application for the New Decade”

ACS Webinars™: Green Chemistry and Sustainability Series
Connecting you with subject experts and global thought leaders in 

chemical sciences, management, and business.

To Register:
www.boilthisdown.org

Contact ACS Webinars™ at acswebinars@acs.org


